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ACKNOLWEDGMENT
Climate change and natural disasters are the two most pressing issues. Although there has
undoubtedly always been a link between climatic variables and migration, the processes by which
the former influences the latter are yet obscure. People usually migrate as a result of the shock.
To plan a better adaptation strategy, it’s also important to know how the shock's severity affects
the relationship, as well as if the link between climate change, natural disasters, and migration is
direct or influenced by other variables. Additionally, disaster management necessitates a
comprehensive strategy, with private channels where migration and remittances are being
addressed together in public intervention. Furthermore, knowing whether people migrate
domestically rather than internationally would likely have different repercussions for the cost
and affordability of relocation, migrant policy management, and the quantity of future
remittances. Cooperative international governance is also needed to decrease the human effect
on climate change, in addition to helping communities build resilience by investing in
infrastructure in vulnerable regions, providing social protection, and providing aid quickly and
efficiently. COVID-19 Pandemic has emerged as new threat to global community. Additionally, it
has become increasingly evident that COVID-19 affects CCA and DRR finance and response in a
number of ways, including access, mobility, and execution. Additionally, global economic
downturns coupled with internal migration, high unemployment, and poverty have generated a
number of major secondary impacts. International webinar on Climate Change, Conflict and
COVID 19 and its impact on mankind highlight these issues with international cases studies.
At the outset, I would like to express our sincere thanks to the honourable Chief guest Mr.
Rajender Singh, Member, NDMA and Prof. Dr. Anil Kumar Gupta, NIDM, Government of India. I also
thank the imminent speakers, Dr. Ashutosh Mohanty, Dean, Research & Int. Cooperation /
Professor Center of Excellence in Disaster Management & Envi., Madhyanchal Professional
University; Dr. Md Anwarul Abedin, Prof. Dept of Soil Science, Bangladesh Agricultural University,
Bangladesh; Dr. Sangita Pant, Senior Manager (Training and Capacity Building), Kailash Satyarthi
Children's Foundation; Mr Mathews Malata, President Association of Environmental Journalists,
Malawi and Er. Awdhesh Kumar, Asst. Professor, Invertis University, India for enriching technical
sessions.
It gives me immense pleasure in acknowledging the cooperation and I extend my gratitude to
Ms. Tanushree Verma, Head (Training and Research), Zone4Solutions who immensely moderated
the webinar and developed the report. I want to also thanks the supporting staff of
Zone4Solutions and the audience as without them it would not have been possible to organize
the webinar.

Mr. Nakul Kumar Tarun
Director, Zone4Solutions
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INTRODUCTION
1.1.

Nexus between Climate Change and COVID-19

Climate and geography have always played a significant role in influencing global population
increase and dispersion. Global warming, defined as the higher trend in average surface
temperature from the early twentieth century, particularly since the late 1970s, has already
changed and will continue to modify the circumstances of life on Earth. While the average annual
surface temperature follows a little rising trend, regional variations in climatic variables such as
temperature and precipitation are vast. Climate change has an impact on the frequency and extent
of natural disasters (such as floods, storms, or droughts). These, in turn, have highly distinct
regional patterns, implying that living circumstances vary far faster in some regions of the
world. As a result, current research has shifted its attention to the effects of global warming to
the possible adaptation measures. As revealed by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Sixth Assessment Working Group 1 report, changes in our climate increased amid the pandemic
during the previous 18 months. Climate change is already harming millions of people by reducing
food, water, and health security, and hundreds of millions more are expected to be affected in the
coming decades.

Figure 1: Climate Change amidst the COVID-19

However, it can be noticed that Climate Change and COVID-19 have some shared characteristics:

1
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UNCERTAINTY
Reinforcing the
need for flexibility
and adaptation

SYSTEM
VULNERABILITY
Separate “new
normal”

SCALE OF IMPACT
Transboundary
threats

SHARED
CHARACTERISTICES

INEQUITIES OF
IMPACT
Affect vulnerable
and marginalized
communities
disproportionately

THE INTENSITY
OF IMPACT
Direct threat to
people’s lives; Lifealtering.

Figure 2: Shared characteristics of COVID-19 and Climate Change

1.2.

Climate Change-Induced Migration

Natural disasters have always been regarded as one of the potent reasons for sudden
displacement or migration of population but over the few decades, it has been observed that there
is a definite role of climate change that fundamentally alters the coordinates of human existence,
such as rain, water availability and sea-level rise causing large-scale human migration. Climate
change is causing extreme weather events leading to different kinds of disasters across the world.
Disaster-induced migration is the displacement of people as a result of “a serious disruption of
the functioning of a community or a society involving widespread human, material, economic or
environmental losses or impacts, which exceeds the ability of the affected community or society
to cope using its resources.” (UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, 2009). This is arising situation
underlining the need for focused social welfare measures including cash transfer schemes in the
account of unemployed daily wage workers and also graded employment generation schemes.
The countries must be prepared for the future shock to their agriculture and food system from
droughts, floods, and diseases as a fallout from the pandemic as three billion people around the
world cannot afford a healthy diet and put them into malnutrition. As per the FAO, an additional
one billion people are at risk as they may not be able to get access to a healthy diet. Between July
2020-2021, over 720 million faced hunger as against 161 million people in the year 2019. The

2

Webinar report on Climate Change, Conflict and COVID 19 and its impact on mankind

shock of the agri-food system, and disrupt the supply chain of the food system exponentially due
to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

1.3.

Disaster, Climate Change, Conflict, and Displacement

Experts believe that by 2050, more than 200 million people will be forced to flee their homes.
They are referred as climate migrants or climate refugees (World Migration Report 2020)The
report establishes the role of natural disasters in migration and says: “Many more people are
newly displaced by disasters in any given year, compared with those newly displaced by conflict
and violence, and more countries are affected by disaster displacement.” Since the Internal
Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) started collating data on persons displaced by disasters
in 2018, this set of the population has been increasing. By the end of the year 2021, some 1.6
million people displaced by disasters were still in camps or places out of their homes. Countries
with the highest disaster-driven internal displacements were Afghanistan, with 1.1 million
people; India, with 929,000; and Pakistan with 806,000. The countries with the highest number
of people displaced by conflict and violence were Syria (6.6 million), the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (5.3 million), and Colombia (4.9 million). Today’s displacement crises arise from many
interconnected factors, including climate and environmental change, protracted conflicts, and
political instability. The study, published in Elsevier journal Archaeological Research in Asia in
November 2019, established that the inhabitants of the Indus Valley Civilisation slowly moved
from Indus Valley sites in the west towards the Ghaggar-Hakra valley in the east. Back in 1990,
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) noted that the single greatest impact of
climate change will be on human migration. Over 61% of the population in the world were
displaced in the year 2018 as compared to 39% displaced due to conflict and violence. According
to IDMC, storms displaced 9.3 million people and floods 5.4 million. The evidence shows that such
climate change-based migration is slowly surfacing. Experts believe that by 2050, more than 200
million people will be forced to flee their homes. They are referred as climate migrants or climate
refugees.

1.4.

Sustainable Climate Change in The Post-COVID-19 Era

In terms of data measurement, there is a need to set universal standards. Migrant definitions and
climatic factor measures should be standardised as much as reasonable and stated in sufficient
detail. Future research should consistently present results using a minimalist estimation
procedure highlighting the reasons because climate and disasters might affect migration through
many channels. As a result, rather than a remnant migration effect, an estimate of the total would
be obtained. Following the epidemic, several nations wide lockdowns were implemented
affecting mankind. The world's economy was in grave danger. Soil degradation, pollution, and
urbanisation are all examples of global environmental changes that are transforming the
environment and posing an undeniable threat to mankind and the planet Earth. Human
communities that are healthy, safe, and sound works for economies. Natural living, which
includes clean air, water, and food, is essential for the communities. Deforestation, intense and
polluting farming practices, poor management, and wildlife consumption all result in pressures
on the ecosystem services. However, when COVID-19 vaccinations were more widely accessible
and immunity to the pandemic evolved, the word spread afresh. Nevertheless, there is a real risk
that the world's climate may once again be affected.

3
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WEBINAR SUMMARY
Millions of people are forced to escape their homes each year as a result of violence. Disasters and
the consequences of climate change cause new and secondary displacement, jeopardising
people's security and well-being. The global scale of displacement is growing, and the majority of
it is occurring within countries' boundaries. Driven by a Disaster Migration- is the relocation of
people as a result of a disturbance in the operation of a community or society, resulting in a wide
range of human, material, economic, or environmental losses or the effect of such losses. Which
surpasses its current resource capacity.
In 2020, climatic disasters are expected to generate more internal migration than conflict. Intense
and recurring storms and flooding caused three times as many displacements as violent conflicts
did in the previous year, as the global number of internally displaced people reached a new high.
By the end of last year, there were at least 55 million internally displaced persons (IDPs). Around
20 million IDPs were children under the age of 15, and 2.6 million were beyond the age of 65. The
vast majority live in low- and middle-income nations. In 2018, India experienced the largest
number of individuals displaced by catastrophes and extreme weather events such as a heatwave,
cold wave, and forest fire, with 2.7 million people. According to the United Nations, disasters and
geophysical hazards have caused approximately 3.1 million displacements in a year since 2008.
Furthermore, as a result of COVID 19 in the second wave in India and the rest of the world,
employment losses were significant and painful, exacerbating poverty in impoverished nations
such as India, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and others. In the Indian setting, 36% of slum residents
in the Indian capital city of Delhi are still unemployed, and 48% of households with 5 or more
people do not spend more than Rs. 10000 per month. COVID-driven job losses in the MSME and
unorganised sectors have resulted in the biggest number of jobless individuals in the slums and
among daily wage earners. This has related to the massive internal displacement to reach out to
your loved ones. In addition to that the concurrent pandemic COVID has left a scarcity of agrifood systems and led to increased food insecurity and malnutrition.
Based on the above background Zone4solution organized an International Webinar Climate
Change, Conflict and COVID 19 and its impact on the mankind on 22nd January 2022 at 10:30 IST.
The webinar aimed to discuss the following points:

•
•
•
•
•
•

An overview of COVID 19 and its impact on climate change, conflict, and migration
Migration caused by disasters and the effects on vulnerable groups.
Migratory effects of climate change; key sectors are at risk
Psychosocial impact of COVID-19 on children; Child Rights issues
Role of Media in Climate Change adaptation
Adopting COVID-19-compliant climate change policies at the global level.
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2.1. Session Proceedings
2.1.1. Setting the Stage: Mr. Nakul Kumar Tarun
Director, Zone4Soultions

Objective 1(a): To highlight and spread the
motive of the session theme
Objective 1(b): To introduce key speakers
for the day.
The
event
commenced
with
an
introductory speech was given by Mr.
Nakul
Kumar
Tarun,
Director,
Zone4Soultions warmly welcoming the
Figure 3: Mr. Tarun addressing the audience
prominent speakers, honourable guests of
the day, and the audience. He mentioned
that anthropogenic climate change has resulted in increased frequency and severeness of
hydrometeorological disasters resulting in scarcity of resources leading to conflicts in South Asia
and Europe. This has been exacerbated due to COVID-19. The pandemic, now in its third year, has
profoundly affected individuals, communities, countries and international cooperation, creating
four tough challenges for 2022 and ahead.

•

•

•

•

•

The challenges are related to work relations highlighting the new normal of work from
the home-opening market for technology-oriented manpower but neglecting the semiskilled labourers resulting increased rate of unemployment and quitting the jobs.
Similarly, it affected education and vocational training resulting in many dropouts.
Investment to help remedy the disruption in education caused by COVID-19 is crucial.
Some 1.6 billion students in 180 countries were kept out of school as a result of the
pandemic. Establishing programs to help students catch up—and gain the skills and
training needed for the 21st-century economy—will help them get better jobs. It indicate
that policy-level decisions specially for the education sector were not backed by scientific
data on the rate of prevalence or level of impact of COVID 19 on kids.
The second challenge is regarding the political unrest and shift in power. Elections were
postponed/cancelled, leaders were held accountable for the actions and utilization of
public resources
Thirdly, the everchanging virus and associated symptoms, vaccination details resulted in
chaos. In 2022, the world must urgently redesign and improve the global arrangements
for vaccine research, distribution and financing to ensure the minimum level of trust
needed to make international cooperation possible. The COVID-19 is transforming the
economic rulebook for 2022. Economic nationalism is rising, accelerated by countries’
experiences trying to procure equipment, treatments and vaccines.
And finally, it affected the foundations of politics, public health, education and economic
policy. The only way to is to re-emerge trust and move forward with decision backed
scientific data, stay connected by redesigning and reimagining our rules and institutions.

5
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2.1.2. Inaugural address: Mr. Rajender Singh
Member NDMA

Key Takeaways
• From late March to May 2020, a countrywide lockdown was imposed to prevent the spread
of COVID-19. People's mobility was severely limited during the lockdown, and economic
activity was significantly curtailed, except for essential goods and services. The epidemic has
resulted in increasing unemployment, mostly among semi-skilled, daily wage workers, and
informal sector labourers living in India's slums. Similar scenarios arise when individuals are
internally displaced as a result of a disaster. As a result, DRR-oriented operations require riskinformed decision making and coordinated actions because meeting the SDGs commitments
will be unachievable without risk-informed policies and actions.
• Climate change threats have raised disaster risk not just through natural disasters
(meteorological disasters), but also through increased social vulnerabilities. Agriculture, the
most significant natural-based economic sector, is being directly impacted by catastrophic
climate change, posing a direct threat to rural livelihoods. Similarly, high precipitation
frequency is leading to a rise in the occurrence of flash floods in metropolitan areas. Not only
that, but rising sea levels and higher storm surges will cause saltwater intrusion in coastal
areas, having a devastating impact on agriculture and eroding groundwater quality. He stated
that CCA and DRR initiatives are required to mitigate the danger of rising climatological
disasters. Mitigation strategies, such as pre-disaster preparedness action plans, should also
be incorporated into policies to lessen adaptation demands and the extent of global
warming's impact on natural resources.
• The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is in charge of climate changerelated actions in India, whereas the Ministry of Home Affairs is in charge of disaster-related
measures. Climate change and disasters, on the other hand, should be considered as two sides
of the same coin and should be reflected in development policies, particularly in the areas of
health, education, forestry, agriculture, water resources, infrastructure, poverty, finance, and
information technology for long-term development.
• He also emphasised India's position on climate change and disaster risk reduction actions
(SFDRR, SDGs, and Paris Agreement), emphasising the importance of developing vigilance for
DRR (SFDRR priority 4 and SDGs 1, 11 and 13 have recognised disaster-resilient
infrastructure) as a critical driver for growth and sustainable development.
• Following their commitments to these international cooperation forums, many countries are
now taking part in climate change and disaster risk reduction activities. Joint initiatives
focusing on community resilience building, risk-informed decision-making governance, and
multi-sectoral development goals have been cited unanimously as being key for CCA and DRR.
• Lastly, Mr Singh emphasises the need of working together with all agencies to exchange best
practices as preparedness is a continuous process and expand our knowledge through forums
such as today's to better prepare ourselves in all sectors to mitigate the effects of climate
change and disasters.
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Figure 4: Mr. Singh addressing the audience

2.1.3. Keynote Address: Dr. Anil Kumar Gupta

National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM),
Government of India

Key Takeaways

•

•

•

Dr. Gupta commenced the discussion by
explaining that the NIDM has previously prepared
a National Disaster Management Plan for
agriculture however, they face challenges as the
Figure 5: Dr. Gupta addressing the audience
states already had drought and flood contingency
plans in the first place, neglecting the need for a disaster management plan for the
same. Therefore, it was difficult to bring all of them on board.
Concerning the National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP) for agriculture, he highlighted
that there are several issues during and after a disaster that cannot be handled by
compensation, such as the damage to per-stored seeds caused by a causative flood during
Cyclone Phailin in Odisha. Therefore, to better understand and execute multi-hazard disaster
and climate-resilient plans and policies, it is essential to understand the inter-linkages of the
allied sectors. The National Disaster Management Plan for Agriculture encompasses all allied
sectors, including water, livelihood, FNS, energy, natural and land resources, and climate
change projections.
Second, when interconnecting disasters, COVID-19, and climate change, Mr Gupta pointed out
that in recent years, we have seen a rise in unprecedented events such as COVID-19, excessive
heat, and heavy winter rains affecting several sectors. The locust infestation during the
COVID-19 pandemic, for example, became a new issue for agriculture, underlining the need
for grain storage, production, and distribution. The climatic change was at the heart of such
an occurrence, with favourable breeding climate conditions enhancing their reproduction
and dissemination. As a result, we must be prepared for "black swan" situations/ unknown
disaster such as no-sun days after volcanic eruption, COVID-19 Pandemic, agriculture related
emergencies where the impact is unprecedentedly huge.
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•

•

•

Dr. Gupta also emphasises that other than preparedness, we need to understand this change
and adapt to it. For instance, to accommodate the increased urban population, we are
developing vertical housing models rather than horizontal as the land is one of the most
limited resources on the earth. Similarly, new models of agriculture such as vertical farming
in Japan, city farming in the UK can be one way to adapt to new demand and supply along with
agroforestry systems, as a part of multifunctional landscapes.
In this regard, he emphasised the efforts to create a blueprint for India@2047, a vision plan
for a "future-ready India" that is appropriate for the 100th anniversary of Indian
independence for each sector. He proposed that sectors (such as agriculture) examine what
kind of disasters they are encountering, as well as estimates of unforeseen challenges, so that
we may begin to offer some insights into scientific approaches and statistical toolkits to
design our future action.
While highlighting the underlying issues of disasters and migration, Dr. Gupta stated that
there are always pull and push factors. Rural populations come to pre-urban regions in the
search of a living and better facilities even in normal times making them more vulnerable to
urban issues like urban floods, health challenges etc. One such example is the Rohingya issue,
in which climate change poses a danger to political and social stability, putting the most
marginalised and vulnerable people at risk, and which may be examined via an environmental
perspective. This exacerbated the political and resource burden since climate refugees must
be regarded as a vulnerable section of the migrated state, implying that scarce resources must
be distributed to a larger number of vulnerable people. Therefore, it is essential to have multihazards, sector-oriented inclusive planning.

2.1.4. Technical Session 1: Climate Change Induced Migration
Presenter: Dr. Ashutosh Mohanty

Dean, Research & Int. Cooperation / Professor Center of Excellence in Disaster Management & Envi.,
Madhyanchal Professional University

Key Takeaways

•

•

•

Dr Mohanty briefly described the trans-sectoral issues
in South East Asia mainly agriculture, land space, and
water due to the increase in population and climate
change-induced extreme events becoming the reason
for international migration.
Figure 6: Dr. Mohanty addressing the audience
Firstly, the water utilization for agriculture, industrial
and personal use is vital and climate change in these
regions is affecting all the allied sectors directly and indirectly. Therefore, one of the major
solutions can be rational trans-water resource management and distribution to cater for the
water resource issues in the affected increased population. Secondly, studies related to
climate change impact on the glaciers are also needed to understand the potentials, risks to
plan the judicial use of resources even for future generations and the future conflicts can be
resolved.
Another issue is with land space and human mobility. Higher temperatures, storm surges, and
increasing rainfall uncertainty are the consequences of climate change in these regions and
with the exponential increase in population but the limited landscape especially in a country
like Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and the Maldives, out-migration is becoming a major concern.
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•

•
•

Agriculture and food security, water resources, and human health are all affected as a result
of these factors. Extreme weather and rising sea levels cause coastal erosion and land loss,
affecting livelihoods are causing people to migrate.
Disasters are also considered as one of the major determinants for out-migration as postdisaster due to inadequate coping capacities poor people move out to out regions, states or
countries for better opportunities.
He also highlighted the multi-layered ecosystem services & biodiversity that the Himalayan
region can provide especially the vegetation and crops.
Lastly, Dr Mohanty emphasised that trust among different agencies affected population is
essential for trans-governance. Traditional knowledge and practices can be the key part of
climate-related planning and response to natural disasters, and they may make a significant
contribution to science-based and development-oriented action plans. Understanding how
parts of culture align and conflict with resilience planning can aid management planning.

2.1.5. Technical Session 2: Disaster induced migration and its impact on vulnerable
sections of society
Presenter: Dr. Md Anwarul Abedin

Prof. Dept of Soil Science, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Bangladesh

Key Takeaways

•

•

Our society is distributed into rural, pre-urban and
urban. In urban its, the urban slum has become a
major concern as the migrating people especially the
vulnerable people are climate refugees, internally
displaced people came for better amenities. Hence,
Figure 7: Dr. Abedin addressing the audience
the needs and requirements of the society can be
categorized into:
o Food, Energy, Water: Climate change and the resulted migration is affecting our food
processing systems, energy production and water resources directly.
o Health, Education and Employment: These three sectors are secondary critical sectors
that must be taken into account in order for us to survive. Climate change, on the other
hand, has an impact on people because it is now shaping the types of health issues,
education, and job opportunities that will exist in the future, as well as those that will not.
o Environment and international negotiation/commitments: The environment is the
source of your survival. We link upstream to downstream areas for better water supply,
with sometimes need international negotiations. Secondly, migration and climate change
are also linked creating climate refugees, another burden for the host country.
Mr. Abedin interlinked all the three categorized to the human, in four aspects: physical,
economic, social and environmental.
o Physical: The increased intensity and severity of heavy rainfall leads to floods. In rural
regions, this forces people to migrate to urban regions. They leave their physical comfort
zone and create pressure on the urban physical aspects.
o Economic: These migrated population also remains under stress to earn the income for
their survival, they need jobs, shelter resulting in a slum settlement, consequently
affecting the environment.
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o Social: The similar situation creates a social and cultural gap that makes the migrated

•

•

population uncomfortable. This can create mental pressure, especially on children.
o Environment: This ultimately increases the pressure on the urban ecosystem. Increased
pressure to supply and cater for the demands of urban and migrated populations of food,
energy, water.
All of these factors have the potential to cause human conflict. Though the COVID-19 has
allowed nature to flourish, it has also raised pressure on humans and the environment to find
new and novel ways of living.
Lastly, he added that there is a pressing need for us as academics, technocrats, service
providers, and end-users to collaborate, cooperate, and coordinate under one umbrella for
sustainable development considering the future generation too.

2.1.6. Technical Session 3: Ensuring Child Rights during and aftermath of Disasters
Presenter: Dr Sangita Pant

Senior Manager (Training and Capacity Building), Kailash Satyarthi Children's Foundation

Key Takeaways

•

•

•

•

Dr Pant introduced the term ‘Child’, a male/female/transgender who is below 18 years of any
religion and socio-economic background. Children account for 38% of the Indian total
population (470 million). Though we are called the young population but this population is
vulnerable to exploitation, trafficking, labour, early marriage, discrimination, neglect,
emotional abuse, sexual abuse, physical abuse.
Children as considered as the property of their parents. However, other than Human rights,
the rights of children are enshrined in:
o Constitution of India, 1950: Right to free and compulsory elementary education, right
to be protected from any hazardous employment till 14 years, right to equal
opportunities and facilities to develop healthily, right to be protected from being
trafficked and forced into bonded labour.
o National Policy for Children, 1974
o UN Convention on Rights of the child, 1989
o National Policy for Children, 2013
o Legislation to protect rights of children: The Children and Adolescent Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986; The Commission for Protection of Children
Right Act, 2005; Prohibition of Children Marriage Act, 2006; The Rights for Children
to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) Act, 2005; Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012.
The Kailash Satyarthi Children's Foundation conducted the study during the first lockdown
which Reflected that the trafficking of adults and children have increased drastically during
the Pandemic (March 2019- March 2020); Along with that the incidence of child labour and
child marriages also increased because of lack of employment, basic amenities and migration;
High School dropout rate especially girl child; witnessed domestic violence; debt bondage
trap has extended drastically during the pandemic.
Another study revealed that during the new normal the children became the victim of online
abuse as they were not new to the technology. This makes the children more vulnerable to
the sex perpetrators and thus child pornography was increased. Therefore, the Kailash
Satyarthi Children's Foundation and Child Protection Fund conduct a study to understand the
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•

•

•

landscape of child sexual abuse material usage which revealed that the demand for child
photography was on an average of 5 million per month 100 cities where data was available
only on public and the child sexual abuse material were used by male whereas the demand
was from across the age using VPN.
The usage of child abuse material is not about the percentage of the people who have used
but it needs to consider the number of children who are exploited in the process, violating
their rights.
Though, we always talk about the perpetrator usually the stranger in sexual abuse cases
however in 90% of cases the perpetrators are family members. However, we have the Pocso
Act, 2012 to deal with pornography and any kind of sexual abuse committed against children
where the perpetrator can get the death penalty in severe cases such as rape. Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 provided Sponsorship facilities for postal care
facilities.
Lastly, she concluded that stay-at-home requirements have contributed to a 'shadow
pandemic' of gender-based violence affecting women and girls in particular, including child
marriage, domestic sexual abuse, etc. These elements harm their mental health and
psychological well-being. In summary, events like COVID-19 aggravated existing problems
and generate new ones when it comes to psychosocial health and mental health. Marieta

2.1.7. Technical Session 4: Role of Media in Halting Deforestation: Lessons from Malawi

Figure 8: Dr. Pant explaining the presentation slide

Presenter: Mr Mathews Malata

President Association of Environmental Journalists, Malawi

Key Takeaways
• The world is facing a climate crisis and Malawi has been
affected drastically due to the inadequate resilience of the
people. The country is facing hydrometeorological disasters
like floods and drought at the same time. The intensity and
frequency of these extreme events are increasing with time
Figure 9: Mr. Malata addressing
the audience
which affected livelihood, especially the agro-based sources,
food sources which might will make the country more
dependable on other nations due to the threat of FNS and increased imports in the future.
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•

•

•

•

•

•

Thus, there have been provisions for adaptation measures to reduce the shock the population
is facing right now.
This arises the need for proper information dissemination of early warning as well as the
knowledge about climate-smart agriculture. Therefore, there are initiatives to strengthen the
media capacity to understand climate change-related issues so that they can make a better
stand and communicate the climate crisis, priority solutions to minimize the suffering of the
community.
Mr Malata described Malawi's media landscape, which includes over 100 registered media
organisations. Even though the majority of them are privately owned, the country's overall
media is battling to remain profitable, and they have completely ignored the country's
environmental crisis.
Environmental information broadcasting is crucial, according to Mr Malata, since the state
must stand up for sustainable agriculture and community insecurity while emphasising
environmental management. As a result, the role of the media and communication is critical
in getting the government to take a stance on adaptation funding and holding the government
accountable to its pledges in international forums.
Therefore, an initiative is known as the Accountability Journalism initiative funded by USAID
and the UK government to unearth most of the ill happening in the forestry sector in Malawi.
The results have shown that the country is losing approx. 32,000 hectares of forest land each
year along with 29 tons of soil per hectare per year. Furthermore, the forests have been
destroyed, and charcoal (particularly illegal charcoals) is being used despite the existence of
strict regulations. This initiative looks into policy implementation and enforcement
loopholes, as well as systematic corruption.
Not only that, but the initiative is also looking into the reasons behind the widespread use of
charcoal rather than other options available in the country. It was found out that, charcoal is
more easily available on the market at a lower cost than oil. Although the county has hydropower plants, its 380 megawatts are insufficient for the population of 18 million (12-14 % of
the population has access to electricity), making it difficult to avoid the use of charcoal.
Additionally, the country has been suffering from the losses of tropical storm Ana,2022 losing
30%of electricity.
Lastly, he mentioned that the country is right now facing a crisis but the community need to
turn to green alternatives so that they can make energy-efficient progress, but a lot of things
still needs to be done, therefore, the media presence is essential to enlighten the people and
push the state or communities for certain climate change adaptive actions.

2.1.8. Technical Session 5: Need for Framing Regional Public Policy for Mitigating the
Impacts of Humanitarian Crisis.
Presenter: Er. Awadesh Kumar

Asst. Professor, Invertis University, India

Key Takeaways

•

Mr Kumar initiate the presentation with the fact that
the earth is been exfoliating in the name of needs
Figure 10: Mr. Kumar addressing the audience
and resources with the birth of humans this has
resulted in nature exploitation, overpopulation over
the centuries leaving no space for regeneration. If we continue the exfoliation, we’ll be
needing 3 Earths just after 30 years to reach our annual demands. Looking at the Indian
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•

•

scenarios, Mr Kumar highlighted that the country will face sea level rising in the near future
leading to mass migration from coastal areas to highlands. He also mentioned that the current
pandemic along with climate change risks and resulting conflicts in the entire world might
push economic growth downwards.
Disasters and conflicts are not interdisciplinary; however, both make the community
deprived of basic human rights and amenities like food, water, sanitation, shelter, health
services and livelihood support as per the definition of Disasters by DM Act, 2005 where
humanitarian action needs to support the community during and post-disaster including
protection of children, vulnerable women, elderly, other section fo the community along with
PwD. However, it does not stop people mobility for better living conditions. Mr Kumar
explained it with the examples of WWII, India-Pakistan Partition, Afghanistan crisis, etc.
According to the UNHCR report (2016-2017), 65.6 million people were forcibly displaced
people worldwide, while 22.5 million people were refugees, 10 million were stateless people
and 189,300 were refugees resettled. This shows that the refugees as the victims, not the
oppressors, therefore, there is a need for regional level public policy frameworks to provide
available aid to the victims of violence and even climate change. Following are a few needs
for such initiatives:
o The COVID-19 has devastated the economics of the nations, making poor people
susceptible to numerous risks. Only humanitarian response plans are not the only
solutions for it, there is a need to make them stand on their feet providing them new
opportunities for survival.
o Secondly, climate change is affecting each one of us, it's not an imaginary situation,
therefore, we need inclusive adaptative measures to withstand the risks.
o The most important reason for massive international migrations is war and
transnational political conflicts.
o The FNS and WASH sectors hit the hardest during emergencies and due to the increasing
population but scarce resources, food insecurities are at an unprecedented level which
forces people to displace their original residence.
o Millions of people have been migrated, about 42% of them are children (out of 1% of the
displaced population)
o COVID-19 has affected the health service systems worldwide affecting the existing health
operations and making people deprive, for instance, 23 million children worldwide
missed basic childhood vaccines in 2021.
o Extreme poverty is rising due to COVID-19, people are using their jobs making the hardwon development gains in employment, FNS, education and health care system revered.
In this context, Mr Kumar outlines India's 10-point disaster-resilient development plan,
which may pave the way for overall sustainable development by preparing each sector to
resist risks and providing a comprehensive approach to disaster risk management that covers
a wide range of topics, from community preparedness to the use of cutting-edge technology
to promote multi-stakeholder cohesive participation in disaster-resilient growth.
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Figure 11: Presentation Slide

2.1.9. Platform Open to All
In the end Ms Tanushree Verma moderator of the webinar opened the platform for questions and
answers. The participants appreciated such an informative webinar to provide knowledge on
different issues concerning world challenges. One of the participants was asked to highlight the
existing regional policies that can be incorporated into discussed challenges during COVID-19. To
answer this Mr Awadesh Kumar highlighted those different nations are facing different issues
which have been increased by COVID-19 impacts. However, there are numerous international and
regional forums where multi-sectoral actions have been taken place to ensure state
commitments, roles and responsibilities, encouraging states to design their national policies and
plan. However, it is a fact that no nation has faced any emergency like the COVID-19, therefore
there is an urgent need for up-gradation of the national plans. In addition to this Mr Tarun,
Director, Zone4Soultions emphasized that nations have hazard-specific plans and regulations,
however, the current situation required comprehensive plans and policies integrating the multisectoral plans for multi-hazard. Not only this but, the regional forums are also required to have
transnational policies and frameworks to encompass the issues of all the members' countries.
Another person inquired about the role of the media in addressing the issues that people are
encountering as a result of the epidemic. To this Mr Nakul Kumar Tarun asked that the media can
play a major role in communication, enlightening the community about the risks and solutions
with accurate information without distorting the fact and saving people from rumours.
In conclusion, the participants and the speakers agreed that the policies and regulations are
needed to be implemented in a strategic way so that the innocent do not get more burdened and
everyone can be incorporated.

2.1.10. Conclusion and Vote of Thanks
Mr. Nakul Kumar Tarun, Director, Zone4Solutions, expressed his gratitude to the organisers, guests,
and audience for their excellent insights, knowledge and their valuable contributions, emphasising
that climate change is a catalogue of hazards and is a global disaster. Thus, all nations must work
together to address the challenges that will arise comprehensively and collaboratively, postponing
climate action is no longer an option for the planet.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Recommendations focus on what can be done to prevent climate change-induced migration
leading to conflict:
•

•

•

•

•

Moving people out of flood areas, creating cleaner energy technologies, promoting
effective irrigation and water usage, and strengthening shelters, as well as disaster
planning and response, are all relevant policy actions.
Environmental refugee flows might be mitigated by relocating refugees away from
conflict zones and avoiding the entrance of armaments into refugee groups. Workplace
productivity would be a viable alternative to violence.
In locations accepting environmental migrants, dialogue with local residents would
address economic and social problems. Preventing job discrimination, assuring access to
resources, amending citizenship rules, encouraging tolerance, and boosting civic
consciousness among immigrant groups are all possible steps.
A new international and regional accord on migration is required, with legal provisions
for migrants' rights, refugees from battle zones, and the environmental movement. In the
near future, the existing regulations may be obsolete.
A central emphasis should be the relationship between policy formulation,
implementation, and scientific evidence. Despite the fact that it is restricted by a number
of considerations such as language difficulties, timeframes, and associated incentives, it is
nevertheless a viable option as scientific and technical knowledge is required to quantify
risk and exposure for pragmatic decision making.

Recommendations focus on what can be done to prepare for COVID-19 and Climate change:
•

•

•

At the extent of the damage, both COVID-19 and climate change necessitate effective
governance. This entails the development and maintenance of reliable coordination systems
at many geographical and temporal levels. To improve the successful management of both
crises, more data and comprehensive, dynamic models are required. New institutional
structures, such as networks of transnational governance might help to help the affected
population.
Climate change's effects, as well as COVID-19, emphasize the urgent need to address the
disparities that are causing high rates of vulnerability within and across nations, regions, and
communities. Multiple vulnerabilities emerge as a result of climate change and COVID-19,
revealing a long-standing lack of political will, capability, or both. However, increased
preparedness, learning from shared experiences and best practices can help to lessen the
effect load. In addition, expanding social safety nets and exploring measures like a universal
basic income can help those who are most in need.
The importance of political leadership in national resilience and preparation has been shown
during COVID-19. Governments must create enabling circumstances for a multi-stakeholder
response.
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ANNEXURE
1. Programme Schedule
International Webinar On

CLIMATE CHANGE, CONFLICT AND COVID 19 AND ITS IMPACT ON MANKIND
Zone4solution, New Delhi, India
Time: 29th January 2022,
10.30 AM -12.30 PM

YouTube Link: https://youtu.be/M0wS1g7s-NI

Time

Topic

Speaker

10:30-10:40

Welcome Address and
Introduction & Overview of the
programme

Mr. Nakul Kumar Tarun,
Director, Zone4solutions

10:40- 10:05

Inaugural address

Mr. Rajender Singh,
Member NDMA (Chief Guest of the Programme)

10:50-11:00

Special Address

Dr. Anil Kumar Gupta,
NIDM (Special Guest)

Technical Session
Change

Dr. Ashutosh Mohanty
Induced Dean, Research & Int. Cooperation / Professor
Center of Excellence in Disaster Management &
Envi., Madhyanchal Professional University

11:00-11:15

Climate
Migration

11:15-11:30

Disaster induced migration and Dr. Md Anwarul Abedin,
its impact on vulnerable sections Prof. Dept of Soil Science, Bangladesh
of society
Agricultural University, Bangladesh

11:30-11:45

Dr Sangita Pant,
Ensuring Child rights during and Senior Manager (Training and Capacity
aftermath of Disasters
Building),
Kailash
Satyarthi
Children's
Foundation

11:45-12:00

Role Of Media in Halting Mr Mathews Malata,
Deforestation: Lessons from President Association
Malawi
Journalists, Malawi

12:00-12:20

Need for Framing Regional
Er. Awadesh Kumar,
Public Policy for mitigating the
Asst. Professor, Invertis University, India
impacts of humanitarian Crisis.

12:20-12:30

To be moderated by
Open house discussion and Vote
Ms. Tanushree Verma,
of thanks
Head (Training and Research), Z4S
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2. Programme Flyer
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3. Speakers Corner

To ensure sustainable development, a coordinated endeavour addressing both
CCA and DRR is essential, stressing a multi-sectoral development-based strategy
for improving local government and strengthening community capacity.

In terms of sustainable development, it's critical to consider and plan for
disasters that will affect not just our generation but also future generations.

Decision without sceintific data exaggerate risk enhances impacts of hazards
and increases people vulnerability

In Southeast Asia, transnational collaboration and cooperation are critical to
effectively combating the common concerns and challenges that we all facing
and to promoting changes that lead to future-oriented DRM.

If the human is beneficially so it is the culprit. Therefore, the focus needs to be
maintaining a balance between the possible consequences of climate change
and the economic expenses, technical advancements, and societal changes
required to mitigate them.

COVID-19 is also known as the child abuse crisis. Despite the fact that we have
strict regulations to protect children from abuse and violence, there is still a lot
of work to be done in the best interests of the children, based on the principle of
‘do not harm’.

The media can and does play an essential role in defining community
perspectives, changing behaviour, and holding the government accountable.

If climate change occurs, conflicts are unavoidable. If we do not fulfil our
obligations on time, it will become an unpleasant reality in the future with which
we cannot survive.
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